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He had indeed a perfect natural goodness, which neither
the uncertainties of his condition, nor the largeness of his
wit could pervert. He had a firmness and strength of
mind, that was of proof against the Art of Poetry it self.
Nothing vain or fantastical, nothing flattering or insolent
appeared in his humour. He had a great integrity, and
plainness of Manners ; which he preserved to the last,
though much of his time was spent in a Nation, and way
of life, that is not very famous for sincerity. But the

10 truth of his heart was above the corruption of ill examples :
And therefore the sight of them rather confirm'd him in
the contrary Virtues.

There was nothing affected or singular in his habit, or
person, or gesture. He understood the forms of good
breeding enough to practise them without burdening
himself, or others. He never opprest any mans parts, nor
ever put any man out of countenance. He never had any
emulation for Fame, or contention for Profit with any
man. When he was in business he suffered others im-

20 portunities with much easiness: When he was out
of it he was never importunate himself. His modesty
and humility were so great, that if he had not had many
other equal Virtues, they might have been thought
dissimulation.

His Conversation was certainly of the most excellent
kind ; for it was such as was rather admired by his familiar
Friends, than by Strangers at first sight. He surpriz'd no
man at first with any extraordinary appearance : he never
thrust himself violently into the good opinion of his com-

30 pany.    He was content to be known by leisure and by